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Siberia’s
Morgues.
ﬁorrib!e Practices in the Con-

vict Colonies of
Russia.

Bodies First Frozen and Then
Piled About a Fire to
Thaw Out.

A Grewsome Custom of Tartar Times
' Still Observed by the
Officials.

REFORMS PROMISED BY THE CZAR.

[Efforts to Abolish a Barbarous System
Liksly to Bear Fruit—Ghastly Mid-
right Scenes in a Callar
Filled with Corpses,

\ Though no throb of plty for the
‘wretches that have been and are to-day

geut to blea¥, frozen Siherla by the *‘ad-
‘minlstrative process’” has yet moved the

r hosrt of the Great White Czar of All the

e Bussins, that monarch has, ®with o flash
.+~ of humanity, started In to sccomplish a
P raform of one & that territory’s greatest
borrors, S0 zecret bhave been the dolngs
aver thewhole extent of this viogt, slorm-
swept torture chamber of the most auto-
Jeratte government of the world that only
now DIms this outrnge against clvilization
feuked wut.
Whille: sufliclent muchinery may not be at
the Czars hand to pholish the horror ui-
ferly, the teports that cotne from the Win-
ter Palace say that he will mitizate It and
atrip It of Itz present ghastliness.. Custown
1"'. Is Bard tp brogk and change in the Russias,
anid this grim practice has come down from
Partar 1imes. The degd, whenever there is

4 suuplelos of foul measures, are frozen

" BRI, pocked dawpy In g “convenlent cellar
y of a hulliding In the centra of the distrlet,
and left thers for months, to awnlt the
comite of the governmental clerk of the

provines.

That omar.:f has o great exteat of tenrl-
tory to covel, steppes so broad and sprend-
big 1hat he ean only get aronnd them three
or four thnes o year, In the meantime the
cbrpaes jie shrouded In frost, kept for Nls
offlcln]l examihntion. He comes accompa-
nied by his corps of dirty moujiks and the
gurgaon of the provinee. A roaring fire Is

“built In the centre of this building, whieh
Hias but one room. As the flames corl wp
‘mErtlly from the heap of fagofs, the
bovdles, one by one, are draogged from their
sabiormnonn resting place, tied to stakes
cloge to the feres heat, nnd thawed out—
Hierkly and precisely-—whilé the Czat's

supresentative looks om.

" Then edch of the unfortunates, long since
Jmssed away, has the last word of the law
sald upon them, the surgeon ripping open,
Wisembowelliog, curving ‘up each snd all
of them that he muay detiet the evidence
of sopposed erime,

u Nor yet Is th= grisly pictare complete,

the 151 wormgits way, wave by wive,

€.

the horror all the more supreme, have
‘been stripped naked, the arms oand legs
CHINEneE (o) move, as if some living vitul
Toree were eontrolling théem, #as If the
olectrle =patrk of llfe were once mote nni-
amallig them.
~ George Kennnn bimself, In hfs most starts
g revelations of dread practices In Si-
besta, vever found anytiing more horrible
o tham this governmmontsl custom. As has
2% Cbeste wald, the knowledge of 1t hus beon
¥ (Bitherto bidden, and it 1 Idn'u?.-rl'lll it the:
L igh Government offieinls ot 8t. Petepsbo
syer renlized the oulrage of It ngainst ul-.'irf
deation.
_ Bor, to any nothing of the burbarcity of
the present methad, and Ieaving’tmt sifle of
the casp out_of conslderntion for the mo-
menk, erime bas boen boed to detect under
thise ciroumstiaces,  In the months that
woulil cinpse bifore n sasplciows Dody | was
exnmined the oriminal would bave time fo
fl.:t fwiny, or If the elders ‘of his ‘villnge
desistod ppon bolding him  there was a
Wiy robabifity aszalust bis  detee-
L tion, against the digeovery of telling evi-
w dence.  Perribly strict and vigilaet In one
way, the Siberinn offielals, owiui{ to the
. evntinpanes of old Tartar aml Mongolisn
ostonle, hove been Inx nnd Inane In others,
on the steppes huns been able to
‘Bonrish to an amaxing, to an overwhelm-
E degree. Thore I8 no more steiking evi-
denee of this thun the borrors of the freez-
o :3[. then thuwing auml disembowelling - the
& viogipes.

LT

To hdequately =see the pleture predented
pow hers, wow there, st hundreds of dif-
ferent polnts In the bare, vist land of
. Blberin—for aach circle of villages, so far
a8 Is kbown, has fts “eentre house' for
T dead—one must first understand the

tiless oxpanse of that eonntry, thou-
sands of Russlon versis, sparsely  peopled
grau;l; grazlog Iands In Swmmmer, a feozen
gobntlnent In Winter, dotted over only b
' Ramiets that are for apart.  Preoce an
nncicnt Yorests cover a considerable extent
of i, but for the most part [t [8 n Idnd of
B Aeyer-ending pinins, pisins that In Winter
4 _Hre twice as groat beeause rivers ind land
) oy thiem one awfal waste. The people of
region, In the dark Winter dags, when

L there is hordly a oy of sunlight Seon, and

! ‘il gray Hght 1s all that exlsts even at

r midday, hove little to do, save to trnk

& ﬂm{a. il quarsel, The entire mnss of

~  fhis populdtion ia unlenvetied by kuowledge

" 0T even the ipost primitlye sort.  Tgnorant
- aluakt beyond bellef |2 the Siberian moujik

. ot these plains. )
T Flep o dmd “ncdidental™  deaths are
. thersfore by po moans rare. & mntter

g faet, In proporction to the ‘populution.
edn - nte great los number. In any other
Weotintry such. n quuntity of s icions
#mu would bo stavtling. But in Stheria,
¢ .._m{:l’nliy are police secrets kept, amd g9
Alren Is bhe mmle of the provinees, that tha
Incts do not ercep. ouf.  Man after mn
£ dle suddenly and umler the most peon-
Tinr cirromstanoes, yor outside of  gup-
F [press=d police records no note of It wouﬂ:l
L bomade
. - Immedintely
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the commission of a
i, or whin & crime Is even suspected,
Lo locsl nuthorities pn onee ke posses-
B #son of the body. They bave no powers
£ radimg [t their sole. duty 15 to remove
M o the desdbouse of the region which
iny e far beyond thely village, Talkd on
o A o the dead man wakes his Judiclal
! mige Lo the sublerranenn roow under
- the chumber that waeks later will be ¢
- dre. As the cortese siides flong the
. howl ‘of wolves ean De Henrd [h the far
& dilstance, il iF the eves of the driver il
T g companions be kedn, they éan 'see blpek
SkwiuR  Specks  alltoovtiod  against  the
i #ﬂnz ENow, From afdr these aulingls of
§ i IENDES nEmn to be able to scoht s
: i of the o
O Dneeromonlonsly, at the artlval at the
Mpwbey  of death, the body I8 Inwered
Iita the celinre, there to be ranged
of other unfortunates who are
e the polive. Not a vestigo of ye-
 the nuthorities show io  these
wonld be miuiust, perhapd, to sy
| that they actudlly stesl the eloth-
i ng these corpaes,, but the presmmption
© s oerfalnly thut they o, forin peactleally
¥ case—gnd exception hag yot to be
d fo thls—the bodles have ag thelr sole
pring, when they are brought up the
'u.f Some months later, a Hoen sheot
.‘wlumllg:t%ﬂmn;l“ﬁhem. da
g awny ae nrs, and left 1yin
ehod for weeks and moglhﬁ
time. the sharp and continned Crosta
‘,’3,’ Dodies perfectly from docom.
5ot uatll the Intense-toat at

i alngE poor frosen bodies that, to make|
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(Drawn by n stafl grilst of the Journal

Bodies Are Tied to Stakes and Thawed

rapld In the extreme, minutes alone belng | all
sufficient. HMardly has the opernting sur- | allke.
geon tlme enonszh to use his kuife and (he
clerk to write down his report beforve It is
toirlate,

‘Bo fntastle 15 the seene of this examing-
tion, so vividiy horrible, and =0 stronge
and upprecedented In the annals of the
world's history—though it is oot to  be
doubted that as o eustom it is hundreds of

The=e  buildings o arg

Then, as might be expected, the change Is[}‘mr-} r_-meTf it deserves to he pictured in
ts  detindls
They stand plone, wiles awiy frpm
the villages, with the' wide expunse of the
steppes stretehing about theo.
nlmost fortresses, for thely four walls and
Hae, stradelic pools dee
windows or chimney.

anll

They seem

The logs of \\'lll-~h||-ur;m-a rans ulld(r‘,
they are mnde fve &0 beaten by storm avd | paper 1o his hohidy
wind, anid so inernsted with siow that the fdown the report as the doctor munkes M.
whole strncture seems (o have grown ot The surgeon himuelf hins his sleeves tucked

o the very ground.

Usaally haif a dbzen men make up the
party that is to pass julzmwept and deter-
mine.  Four of the six are peagants, and 1t
{5 their duty to being up: the haodles ong by
one, Tt ls a lght thsk, did go ensy afters

onmarked by either | noon or evening's work it the nmaber of

twenty., With o bit, of
the elerk siands to take

interstices of the roof. With careful steps
and granting under the burdens, the peaw.
unts bring the bodies up the rough stalrs.
There are already lron stakes driven frmly
intn the frogen eartl that Torms the foor
of the bhullding.  When all the grim pleces
of clay that have peen sftored below are
Brought upstairs the stern official glves
the sign.

At firet the bodles are stiff and unyield-

fng. | Their eyes wide open apd gluzm_, are

slgns of collepsing. What only a little
enrlior seemed an nssemblige of ghostly ap-
paritions, pow chenges to a grotesqoe
erowid of moving forms that bear no sem-
blanee o lfe, hnt yet show in some curl-
!nllli way thot they are nothlug else than
oo,

The surgeon’s hour now commences, and
rapidly thoe bpiiding hecomes a crude dis-
secting room, each body being specdlly sub-

T '![J\”ﬁ'(l(l“r'}r;ff n'
| ( ' I !

WH ‘j;

FU T
r:q |\[, |Ii|: ’(

T
|
\_'fiu

il
il
|. \]{

I

« of, nntlon strikes them

They Wear Necklaces
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It Is One of the Duties of the Women to

A NEWLY DISCOVERED RAGE OF DWARFS IN THE ANDAMAN ISLANDS.
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Act as Barbers.

St artist from sketchus pow inthe Nationnl Museam af Wuslington.) :
o] = L2 - Vi TV -

up and & shavp, gleaming knife in his hand.
Bo primitive are these mediesl men of the
iy Eastern damdln of the Czar that they
Bilﬂ“m possess anything resemhling o case
ol Instruments. " W

terribie In thelr unnoiufalness, Long icieles)jected to careful intersal
hadr, and the fire-fickering|a musele of

oiing to theiy
Hghts np

way thut ls beyond deseription.

And then it iz that for some strapge ren-

thelr set, tense faced fnoa will

(thiy Frrtnm s duty of thilis,
old, ol i}’ﬁ"’" with them, s round in sl
Wk ‘bﬁl{ woek n!?ud montth ki

nation. Not
H}_a ofchuls' fudds uiove as
It Is an

vy
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Odd Race
of Fjg_mies.

Primitive Dwarfs Inhabit the
Lonely Andaman

Islands,
Women Shave Their Own and
Their Husbands' Heads

Once a Week.

Mothers Wear Their Babies' Skulls
and Make Necklaces of the
Infants' Bones.

SAILORS CALL THEM LITTLE NIGGERS

Newly Married Couples Pass Their Honey-
moons in Silence—Rum and Tobacco
Are Killing the Tiny Savages,

Their Simple Religion.

Washington, Feb. 8.—A remarkable eth-
vologleal collection from the Andaman Isl-
ands has just reached the National Mu-
seum {rom Dr. Enrico Giglioll, director of
the Florenee Museum. It comprlses a
large number of objects illustrating the
arts and industries of the strange race of
dwarfs: which inhnbits an archipelago in
the Bay of PRengal. Bailors have long
linown these dwarfs as “Little Nigoers,'
because the average height of the men ls
only about 4 feet 10 inclies, while the or-
dinary stature of the wowen I8 4 feet T
Inches, Perbaps the oddest thing about
them Is that they look like bables all thelr
Hives, Withal they ave probably the most
primlitive sayages inthe world., Until quite
recently the dwarfs of the Andamans did
not know Low fo make five:. On owe of the
islands of the arelipelago there 18 nn ac-
tive voleano, from which they were accus-
tomed formerly to obtain fresh supplies of
fire at intervals. Bpecinl expeditions for
this purpose were not often necessary, in-
usmuch as they knew how to keep fte
burning In decuyed wood. The people of a
village, when leaving an encampuient with
the tntention of veturning In a few days,
would toke wlth them one or more smounld-
ering logs. At the same time they would
place a large burning log or fagot Iln a
sheltered spot, where 1t would smounlder
for a long while.

This method of Keeping fire in decayed
wood is still practised by the Little Nig-
gera, especially in the interior of the
larger lslands, where they do not meet
whitn men. Nothing introduced by the
whites hus excited their wonder so much
s friction nintches, To produce fire with
stch ease and quickness lmpressed them us

a4 supernatural accomplishment.

Formerly the dwarls of the Andamans
wete secustomed to murder all strangers
who reached their shores. Indeed. sailora
cast away In that ]purt. of the Bay of
Bengal would probably be massiacred even
At the present day. It Is belleved that
the Inveternte hostility of the Little Nig<
gers arpse otiginally from the eruel prac-
tices of Maluys, Burmese and COblnese,
who, vigiting the Andamans to: get edible
hirds' nests and sea cucumbers, used to
Eldnap the natives and sell them as slaves.

There are several shades of color nmong
these little persons, runging from bronze
to shiny black and sooty. Their hair 1s

5, al tufts.

extremely trizzly, growing In spieal o
Tt Is fine in texture and seldom more than
two ot tlhiree lnches long. Most of the
wotienn  shave their heads once a week,
leayving only two narrow strips, of hale
from the erown to the mape of the neck,
Many of the men follow the sume practice,
though (he style I8 different, & elrcular
ateh of Ladr §ix inches in dlameter being
{'etr.. ilke n skull cap, on the crown of the
hend. Men sometimes shave each other's
heads, but only when the sgervices of a
womin are not avallable, for it Is one of
the duties of the falr #sex in these tribes
to aet 15 barbers. The eyvebirows are ﬂm-
crally removed also. The razor Is a fiake
of quartz or glass. "
These dwarfs are almost niked. The
women wenr small aprong of leaves, and
never appear without them, buf the men
are not so modest. The men wedr bunches
of lpaves attachied to fheir knees and
wrists., Garters, bracelets and necklaces
of bones, shells or wood'are common orua-
‘ments,  Tatipoing serves (o a ecertaln ex-
tent a8 a sabstitute for raiment. Women
do the tattoping. As n profection agdinst
the hot troplesl sun the people smear theio
bodies with o whitewasheof clay and water,
Efferts to reclglin the Andamanese from
thelr gavage state dave not been productive
of utmixed gopd. Homes have been es-
tabiishisd for theiv benéfit by wilesionaries,
but the native immates of thise institutions
are fat and jazy, spending thelr time for
diays together im singing, dancing and
fensting, ; -
The ::%nst remarknable cnstem among these
litle persons is ihe wearing of necklices
of human bLohes. When a ¢hild dies the
pody 1s birled, only to be dug up after n
while. The father takes It to the seashote
or tha nedrest ereek, nnd there removes
the flosh from the bones with the utmost
care:  This done, he brings the elkull and

| hones back to his hub, and breaks up the
lattep into small pleces suitable for neck-
leees, ‘Che mother, after puinting the skull
with a vellow plgment and decorating it
with small shells atrached to pleces of
string, hangs it around her neck, Some-
times her Rusband wears It himself. In-
fints’ skulls, being fraglile, are preservod
carefully from rigk of lnjory by being en-
tively covered with string. }
The next few dnys arve spent by the
mather In steinging the bones into neck-
lices, and when several have been miude
ghe fnd her hushand pay visits to thelr
friends, among whom they dlstrihute these
mementoes.  Snch necklaces fdre worn us
charms to ward off disease, znd alsy duri:g
[liness, by friends or relatives of the den
ehild. Teeth taken from human skulls are
gometimes strung together for necklices.
Evory Andaman jglander has at least one
necklance of human Donues. )
The dwelllngs of the dwarfs are fragile
hiits with frumesworks of slender poles and
roofs of large palm leaves, A small fire 18
alwaya burning Indoors, and above it ls &
shelf on which the spare food is pluced, so
that it may be fm_mervnd by the smoke from
the nttacks of Insects, 'Trophles of the
¢hase, sneh as the skulls of plas, turtles und
dngongs, #re suspended froim the roof in
front. In vaprlons parts of the slands ure
found immense aecumulntions of bones and
other kitehien refuse, diting back doubt-
less many centurics. e
The yiilages dre usually short-lived and
very dirty. Crows and Hermit crubs serva
a8 scavengers; and clean them up xs soon
as o migration takes place.  Before fhe ar-
rlval of the whites the Andamanese knew
nothing of agrienltute, never planting
sted In tie ground. Though they prefer
the frults of the cultivated fields to the
spontangons products of their [ju_nglm they
ennnot be induoced to do farming work,
It Is un o)l story that wherever civillza-
tion gows, with its disenses and whiskey
and tobaeco, It wipies out the primitive say-
fze vaces. The Andaman Twlnnds afford ro
pxception to the bule. Both séxes drink
anid smoke. The ahorlgingl population there
Is rapidly disappearing, the desth rate fie
exconding the hirth rte, and before very
long thig Interesting little people will be
practieally extinet. They have  delicata
eonstitutions, not heh_lli able to withstand
sjcknegses from which Buropenns enslly re-
cover. I0itty vears 18 the extréme (imit of
e among thiny, and, partly owlng to the
reat) mortnlity  of infunts, the average
feng-th- of e ls only about twenty-two
Fenvs. =g

From time to time epi of m
and pther complaluts communicated
the whites huve dostroyed
1:11; _the Thetr

froin
1hHErs




